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{A 000} Initial Comments {A 000}

The following deficiencies were cited as a result 

of a Revisit/Follow-up survey conducted on 

06/06/17 for the state requirements of 7 NMAC 

8.2, Regulations for Assisted Living Facilities

 

{A 008} 7 NMAC 8.2.8 General Licensing Requirements

GENERAL LICENSING REQUIREMENTS:

A. Licensure is required. No person or entity shall 

establish, maintain or operate an assisted living 

facility without first obtaining a license.

B. Application for licensure. An initial or renewal 

application shall be made on the forms 

prescribed by and available from the licensing 

authority. The issuance of an application form is 

not a guarantee that the completed application 

will be accepted, or that the department will issue 

a license. Information provided by the facility and 

used by the licensing authority for the licensing 

process shall be accurate and truthful. The 

licensing authority will not issue a new license if 

the applicant has had a health facility license 

revoked or renewal denied or has surrendered a 

license under threat of revocation or denial of 

renewal. The licensing authority may not issue a 

new license if the applicant has been cited 

repeatedly for violations of applicable rules found 

to be class A or class B deficiencies as defined in 

Health Facility Sanctions and Civil Monetary 

Penalties, 7.1.8 NMAC or has been 

non-compliant with plans of correction. The 

licensing authority will not issue a license until the 

applicant has supplied all of the information that 

is required by this rule. Any facility that fails to 

participate in good faith by falsifying information 

presented in the licensing process shall be 

denied licensure by the department. The following 

information shall be submitted to the licensing 

authority for approval:

{A 008}
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{A 008}Continued From page 1{A 008}

(1) a letter of intent that includes the proposed 

physical address, the primary population of the 

facility and a summary of the proposed services; 

after the letter of intent has been received, an 

application packet including; the application form, 

fee schedule and the licensing rule will be issued 

to the applicant by the licensing authority;

(2) the completed and notarized application and 

the appropriate non-refundable fee(s);

(3) a program narrative identifying and detailing 

the geographic service area, the primary 

population including any special needs 

requirements, along with a full description of the 

services that the applicant proposes to provide 

including:

(a) a description of the characteristics of the 

proposed population of the facility;

(b) a description of the services and care that will 

be provided to the residents;

(c) a description of the anticipated professional 

services to be offered to the residents; and

(d) a description of the facility ' s relationship to 

other services and related programs in the 

service area and how the applicant will 

collaborate with them to achieve a system of care 

for the residents.

(4) policies and procedures annotated to this rule;

(5) evidence to establish that the applicant has 

sufficient financial assets to permit operation of 

the facility for a period of six (6) months; the 

evidence shall include a credit report from one of 

the three recognized credit bureaus with a 

minimum credit score of six-hundred fifty (650) or 

above;

(6) copies of organizational documents to include 

the following list of items:

(a) the names of all persons or business entities 

that have at least five percent (5%) ownership 

interest in the facility, whether direct or indirect 
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{A 008}Continued From page 2{A 008}

and whether in profits, land or building; this 

includes the owners of any business entity which 

owns all or part of the land or building;

(b) the identities of all creditors that hold a 

security interest in the premises, whether land or 

building;

(c) any changes in ownership or management 

shall be reported to the department within thirty 

(30) days;

(7) building plans as required at 7.8.2.41 NMAC 

of this rule;

(8) fire authority approval as required at 7.8.2.60 

NMAC of this rule;

(9) a letter of approval or exemption from the 

local health authority having jurisdiction for the 

food service and the kitchen facility;

(10) a copy of liquid waste disposal and treatment 

system permit from local health authority having 

jurisdiction;

(11) approval from local zoning authority;

(12) building approval (certificate of occupancy); 

and

(13) any other information that the applicant 

wishes to provide or that the licensing authority 

may request.

C. Application for amended license. A licensee 

shall submit an application for an amended 

license and the required non-refundable fee to 

the licensing authority prior to a change with the 

facility. An amended license is required for a 

change of: location, administrator, facility name, 

capacity or any modification or addition to the 

building.

(1) An application for a change of the facility 

administrator or change of the administrator ' s 

name shall be submitted to the licensing authority 

within ten (10) business days of the change.

(2) An application for increase in capacity shall be 

accompanied by a building plan pursuant to 
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{A 008}Continued From page 3{A 008}

7.8.2.41 NMAC of this rule. A facility shall not 

increase census until the licensing authority has 

reviewed and approved the increase and has 

issued a new license that reflects the approved 

increase in capacity.

D. Application for license renewal. Each facility 

shall apply for a renewal of the annual license 

within thirty (30) business days prior to the license 

expiration date by submitting the following items:

(1) an application and the required fee;

(2) an updated program narrative, if the facility 

has changed the program or the focus of 

services;

(3) the annual fire inspection report; and

(4) the licensing authority may not issue a new 

license if the applicant has been cited repeatedly 

for violations of this rule or has been 

noncompliant with plans of correction or payment 

of civil monetary penalties.

E. License. Any person or entity that establishes, 

maintains or operates an assisted living facility 

shall obtain a license as required in this rule 

before accepting residents for care or providing 

services.

(1) Each facility that provides care or treatment 

shall obtain a separate license. The license is 

non-transferable and is only valid for the facility to 

which it is originally issued and for the owner or 

operator to whom it is issued. It shall not be sold, 

reassigned or transferred.

(2) The maximum capacity specified on the 

license shall not be exceeded.

(3) If the facility is closed and the residents are 

removed from the facility, the license shall be 

returned to the licensing authority. Written 

notification shall be issued to all residents or the 

residents '  surrogate decision maker and the 

licensing authority at least thirty (30) calendar 

days prior to the closure.
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{A 008}Continued From page 4{A 008}

F. Temporary license.

(1) A temporary license may be issued to a new 

facility before residents are admitted provided 

that the facility has met all of the life safety code 

requirements as stated in this rule and policies 

and procedures for the facility have been 

reviewed and approved.

(2) Upon receipt of a temporary license, the 

facility may begin to admit up to three (3) 

residents.

(3) After the facility has admitted up to three (3) 

residents, the facility operator or owner shall 

request an initial health survey from the licensing 

authority.

(4) Following a determination of compliance with 

this rule by the licensing authority, an annual 

license will be issued. The renewal date of the 

annual license is based on the initial date of the 

first temporary license.

(5) The licensing authority has the right to 

determine compliance or noncompliance.

(6) A temporary license shall cover a period of 

time, not to exceed one hundred twenty (120) 

calendar days.

(7) No more than two (2) consecutive temporary 

licenses shall be issued. If a second temporary 

license is issued, an additional non-refundable 

fee is required. If all requirements are not met 

within the two hundred forty (240) day time frame, 

the applicant shall repeat the application process.

G. Annual license. An annual license is issued for 

one (1) year for a facility that has met all the 

requirements of this rule.

H. Display of license. The facility shall display the 

license in a conspicuous public place that is 

visible to residents, staff and visitors.

I. Unlicensed facilities. Any person or entity that 

opens or maintains an assisted living facility 

without a license is subject to the imposition of 
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{A 008}Continued From page 5{A 008}

civil monetary penalties by the licensing authority. 

Failure to comply with the licensure requirements 

of this rule within ten (10) days of notice by the 

licensing authority may result in the following 

penalties pursuant to Health Facility Sanctions 

and Civil Monetary Penalties, 7.1.8 NMAC.

(1) A civil monetary penalty not to exceed 

five-thousand dollars ($5,000) per day.

(2) A base civil monetary penalty, plus a per-day 

civil monetary penalty, plus the doubling of 

penalties as applicable, that continues until the 

facility is in compliance with the licensing 

requirements in this rule.

(3) A cease and desist order to discontinue 

operation of a facility that is operating without a 

license.

(4) Additional criminal penalties may apply and 

shall be imposed as necessary.

[7.8.2.8 NMAC - Rp, 7.8.2.8 NMAC, 01/15/2010]

This REQUIREMENT  is not met as evidenced 

by:

7.8.2.8 (H)

This is a uncorrected deficiently from survey 

dated 07/14/16

Based on observation and interview, the facility 

failed to ensure that the facility's temporary 

license was displayed in a conspicuous place 

where all 15 (R #s 1-15) residents identified on 

the census provided by the Administrator on 

06/05/17, visitors, and staff can see it.  If the 

facility license is not displayed then residents, 

visitors, and staff will not know if the facility has 

and is maintaining a current license as an 

Assisted Living Facility.  The findings are: 
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{A 008}Continued From page 6{A 008}

A.  On 06/05/17 at 8:35 am, during observation, 

the facility's temporary license was not posted in 

the facility.  

B.  On 06/05/17, at 8:45 am, during an interview 

with the Administrator, she confirmed that the 

facility license is not posted and she does not 

know where it is.

{A 034} 7 NMAC 8.2.34 Custodial Drug Permits

CUSTODIAL DRUG PERMITS: A facility with two 

(2) or more residents that is licensed pursuant to 

this rule and that assists with self-administration 

or safeguards medications for residents shall 

have a current custodial drug permit issued by 

the state board of pharmacy.

A. Procurement, labeling and storage. The facility 

shall provide assistance to the resident in 

obtaining the necessary medications, treatment 

and medical supplies as identified in the ISP. The 

facility shall procure, label and store medications 

for residents who require assistance with 

self-administration of medication in compliance 

with state and federal laws.

(1) All medications, including non-prescription 

drugs, shall be stored in a locked compartment or 

in a locked room, as approved by the board of 

pharmacy and the key shall be in the care of the 

administrator or designee.

(2) Internal medication shall be kept separate 

from external medications. Drugs to be taken by 

mouth shall be separated from all other delivery 

forms.

(3) A separate, locked refrigerator shall be 

provided by the facility for medications. The 

refrigerator temperature shall be kept in 

compliance with the state board of pharmacy 

requirements for medications.

{A 034}
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{A 034}Continued From page 7{A 034}

(4) All medications, including non-prescription 

medications, shall be stored in separate 

compartments for each resident and all 

medications shall be labeled with the resident's 

name.

(5) A resident may be permitted to keep his or her 

own medication in a locked compartment in his or 

her room for self-administration, if the physician's 

order deems it appropriate.

(6) The facility shall not require the residents to 

purchase medications from any particular 

pharmacy.

(7) Medical gases (oxygen) and equipment used 

for the administration of inhalation therapy and for 

resuscitative purposes shall comply with the 

national fire protection association (NFPA) 99.

(8) A proof of use record shall be maintained 

separately for each schedule II through IV drug 

(controlled substances). The proof of use sheet 

shall document:

(a) the type and strength of the schedule II 

through IV drugs;

(b) the date and time staff assisted with 

self-administration;

(c) the resident ' s name;

(d) the prescriber ' s name;

(e) the dose;

(f) the signature of the person assisting with 

delivery of the medication; and

(g) the balance of medication remaining.

(9) Any remaining medication discontinued by a 

physician ' s order, or upon discharge or death of 

the resident shall be inventoried and moved to a 

separate locked storage container. Such 

discontinued medications shall be destroyed 

upon the next quarterly visit by the consulting 

pharmacist in accordance with 16.19.11.10 

NMAC.

(10) The record of medication destruction shall 
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{A 034}Continued From page 8{A 034}

be signed by the administrator or designee and 

the pharmacist and shall be kept on file at the 

facility.

B. Consulting pharmacist. The facility shall 

maintain records demonstrating that the 

consulting pharmacist provides the following 

oversight and guidance.

(1) Reviews the medication regimen as needed, 

but at least quarterly/every three (3) months, to 

determine that all medications and records are 

accurate and current. All irregularities shall be 

reported to the administrator of the facility and 

these irregularities shall be resolved by the 

administrator within seventy-two (72) hours.

(2) A system of records of receipt and disposition 

of all drugs in sufficient detail to enable an 

accurate reconciliation.

(3) Consultation shall be provided on all aspects 

of pharmacy services in the facility, including 

reference information regarding side effects and, 

when needed, physician consultation in cases 

involving the use of psychotropic medications.

(4) The consulting pharmacist will be responsible 

for assuring that the facility meets all 

requirements for storage, labeling, destruction 

and documentation of medications as required by 

the state board of pharmacy, 16.19.11.10 NMAC 

and 7.8.2 NMAC.

[7.8.2.34 NMAC - Rp, 7.8.2.35 NMAC, 

01/15/2010]

This REQUIREMENT  is not met as evidenced 

by:

7.8.2.34 A (7)

This is a uncorrected deficiency from survey 

07/14/16   

Reference NFPA 99 (Healthcare Facilities Code) 
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{A 034}Continued From page 9{A 034}

2012 Edition

NFPA 99.

11.3 Cylinder and Container Storage 

Requirements.

11.3.1* Storage for nonflammable gases equal to 

or greater than 85 m3 (3000 ft3) at STP shall 

comply with 5.1.3.3.2 and 5.1.3.3.3.

11.3.2* Storage for nonflammable gases greater 

than 8.5 m3 (300 ft3), but less than 85 m3 (3000 

ft3), at STP shall comply with the requirements in 

11.3.2.1 through 11.3.2.3.

11.3.2.1 Storage locations shall be outdoors in an 

enclosure or within an enclosed interior space of 

noncombustible or limited combustible 

construction, with doors (or gates outdoors) that 

can be secured against unauthorized entry.

11.3.2.2 Oxidizing gases, such as oxygen and 

nitrous oxide, shall not be stored with any 

flammable gas, liquid, or vapor.

11.3.2.3 Oxidizing gases such as oxygen and 

nitrous oxide shall be separated from 

combustibles or materials by one of the following:

(1) Minimum distance of 6.1 m (20 ft)

(2) Minimum distance of 1.5 m (5 ft) if the entire 

storage location is protected by an automatic 

sprinkler system designed in accordance with 

NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation

of Sprinkler Systems

(3) Enclosed cabinet of noncombustible 

construction having a minimum fire protection 

rating of 1/2 hour

11.3.2.4 Gas cylinder and cryogenic liquid 

container storage shall comply with 5.1.3.5.12.

11.3.2.5 Cylinder and container storage locations 

shall comply with 5.1.3.3.1.7 with respect to 

temperature limitations.

11.3.2.6 Cylinder or container restraints shall 

comply with 11.6.2.3.

11.3.2.7 Smoking, open flames, electric heating 

elements, and other sources of ignition shall be 
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prohibited within storage locations and within 6.1 

m (20 ft) of outside storage locations.

11.3.2.8 Cylinder valve protection caps shall 

comply with 11.6.2.3.

11.3.2.9 Gas cylinder and liquefied gas container 

storage shall comply with 5.1.3.5.12.

11.3.3 Storage for nonflammable gases with a 

total volume equal to or less than 8.5 m3 (300 ft3) 

shall comply with the requirements in 11.3.3.1 

and 11.3.3.2.

11.3.3.1 Individual cylinder storage associated 

with patient care areas, not to exceed 2100 m2 

(22,500 ft2) of floor area, shall not be required to 

be stored in enclosures.

11.3.3.2 Precautions in handling cylinders 

specified in 11.3.3.1 shall be in accordance with 

11.6.2.

11.3.3.3 When small-size (A, B, D, or E) cylinders 

are in use, they shall be attached to a cylinder 

stand or to medical equipment designed to 

receive and hold compressed gas cylinders.

11.3.3.4 Individual small-size (A, B, D, or E) 

cylinders available for immediate use in patient 

care areas shall not be considered to be in 

storage.

11.3.3.5 Cylinders shall not be chained to 

portable or movable apparatus such as beds and 

oxygen tents.

11.3.4 Signs.

11.3.4.1 A precautionary sign, readable from a 

distance of 1.5 m (5 ft), shall be displayed on 

each door or gate of the storage room or 

enclosure.

11.3.4.2 The sign shall include the following 

wording as a minimum: 

CAUTION:

OXIDIZING GAS(ES) STORED WITHIN

NO SMOKING
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Based on observation and interview, the facility 

failed to ensure that oxygen cylinder tanks were 

secured and stored correctly. This deficient 

practice has the potential for all 15 (R #s 1-15) 

residents identified on the resident census list 

provided by the Administrator on 06/05/17, to be 

at risk of injury or death if oxygen cylinder tanks 

were to be knocked over and may act like a 

missile, or in the event of fire combustibles stored 

with oxygen cylinder tanks accelerates the fire.  

The findings are:

 

A.  On 06/05/17 at 9:30 am, during a tour of the 

facility it was observed that eight (8) unsecured 

oxygen cylinder tanks and four (4) secured 

oxygen cylinder tanks were stored with hats and 

cardboard boxes in a closet that is not ventilated 

to the outside.  

B.  On 06/05/17 at 10:00 am, during an interview 

with the Administrator, she confirmed that there 

were eight (8) unsecured oxygen cylinder tanks 

and four  (4) secured oxygen cylinder tanks 

stored with hats and cardboard boxes in a closet 

that is not ventilated to the outside.

Division of Health Improvement

If continuation sheet  12 of 126899STATE FORM HQ1112


