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July 6, 2022

Administrator
A Helping Hand Senior Care Service
2527 14th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55404

RE:  Project Number(s) SL33206015

Dear Administrator:

The Minnesota Department of Health completed an evaluation on June 8, 2022, for the purpose of
evaluating and assessing compliance with state licensing statutes. At the time of the evaluation, the
Minnesota Department of Health noted violations of the laws pursuant to Minnesota Statute,
Chapter 144G, Minnesota Food Code, Minnesota Rules Chapter 4626, Minnesota Statute 626.5572
and/or Minnesota Statute Chapter 260E.

The enclosed State Form documents the state licensing orders. The Department of Health documents
state licensing correction orders using federal software. Tag numbers are assigned to Minnesota
state statutes for Assisted Living Facilities. The assigned tag number appears in the far left column
entitled "ID Prefix Tag." The state statute number and the corresponding text of the state statute out
of compliance are listed in the "Summary Statement of Deficiencies" column. This column also
includes the findings that are in violation of the state statute after the statement, "This MN
Requirement is not met as evidenced by . . ."   

IMPOSITION OF FINES
In accordance with Minn. Stat. § 144G.31, Subd. 4, fines and enforcement actions may be imposed
based on the level and scope of the violations and imposed immediately with no opportunity to
correct the violation first as follows:

   Level 1: no fines or enforcement.
   Level 2: a fine of $500 per violation, in addition to any enforcement mechanism authorized in   
      § 144G.20 for widespread violations;
 Level 3: a fine of $3,000 per violation per incident, in addition to any enforcement mechanism   
      authorized in § 144G.20.
   Level 4: a fine of $5,000 per incident, in addition to any enforcement mechanism authorized in
       § 144G.20.       
       
In accordance with Minn. Stat. § 144G.20, Subd. 4 (a)(5), the Department of Health imposes fine
amounts of either $1,000 or $5,000 to licensees who are found to be responsible for maltreatment.
The Department of Health imposes a fine of $1,000 for each substantiated maltreatment violation

   
Protecting, Maintaining and Improving the Health of All Minnesotans

                                                                                     An equal opportunity employer.                                                    Letter ID: IS7N REVISED 09/13/2021



that consists of abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation according to Minn. Stat. § 626.5572, Subds. 2,
9, 17. The Department of Health also may impose a fine of $5,000 for each substantiated
maltreatment violation consisting of sexual assault, death, or abuse resulting in serious injury.   
   
In accordance with Minn. Stat. § 144G.31, Subd. 4 (a)(5)(b), when a fine is assessed against a facility
for substantiated maltreatment, the commissioner shall not also impose an immediate fine under
this chapter for the same circumstance.    

Therefore, in accordance with Minn. Stat. §§ 144G.01 to 144G.9999, no immediate fines are
assessed.

DOCUMENTATION OF ACTION TO COMPLY
Per Minn. Stat. § 144G.30, Subd. 5(c), the licensee must document any action taken to comply with
the correction order by the correction order date. A copy of the provider’s records documenting
those actions may be requested for follow-up evaluations. The licensee is not required to submit a
plan of correction for approval.

The correction order documentation should include the following:
· Identify how the area(s) of noncompliance was corrected related to the

resident(s)/employee(s) identified in the correction order.   
· Identify how the area(s) of noncompliance was corrected for all of the provider’s

resident(s)/employees that may be affected by the noncompliance.   
· Identify what changes to your systems and practices were made to ensure compliance with

the specific statute(s).

CORRECTION ORDER RECONSIDERATION PROCESS
In accordance with Minn. Stat. § 144G.32, Subd. 2, you may challenge the correction order issued,
including the level and scope, and any fine assessed through the correction order reconsideration
process. The request for reconsideration must be in writing and received by the Department of
Health within 15 calendar days of the correction order receipt date.

A state licensing order under Minn. Stat. § 144G.91, Subd. 8, Free from Maltreatment is associated
with a maltreatment determination by the Office of Health Facility Complaints. If maltreatment is
substantiated, you will receive a separate letter with the reconsideration process under Minn. Stat.   
§ 626.557. Please   email general reconsideration requests to:   Health.HRD.Appeals@state.mn.us.

Please address your cover letter for general
reconsideration requests to:

Free from Maltreatment reconsideration
requests should be addressed to:

Reconsideration Unit
Health Regulation Division

Minnesota Department of Health
P.O. Box 64970

85 East Seventh Place
St. Paul, MN 55164-0970

Reconsideration Unit
Health Regulation Division

Minnesota Department of Health
P.O. Box 64970

85 East Seventh Place
St. Paul, MN 55164-0970
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You are encouraged to retain this document for your records. It is your responsibility to share the
information contained in this letter and the results of this visit with the President of your
organization’s Governing Body. If you have any questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,

   
Jessie Chenze, RN, BSN
Interim HFE Supervisor 1 | State Evaluations Team
Minnesota Department of Health   
Office: 218-332-51751 | Mobile: 651-508-2791| Fax: 218-332-5196
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 0 000 Initial Comments

Initial comments

 0 000

******ATTENTION****** 

ASSISTED LIVING PROVIDER LICENSING 
CORRECTION ORDER(S)

In accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 
144G.08 to 144G.95, these correction orders are 
issued pursuant to a survey.

Determination of whether violations are corrected 
requires compliance with all requirements 
provided at the Statute number indicated below. 
When Minnesota Statute contains several items, 
failure to comply with any of the items will be 
considered lack of compliance. 

INITIAL COMMENTS:
SL# SL33206015

On June 7 through June 8, 2022, the Minnesota 
Department of Health conducted a survey at the 
above provider, and the following correction 
orders are issued. At the time of the survey, there 
were four (4) residents, all of whom received 
services under the provider's Assisted Living.

Minnesota Department of Health is 
documenting the State Licensing 
Correction Orders using federal software. 
Tag numbers have been assigned to 
Minnesota State Statutes for Assisted 
Living License Providers.  The assigned 
tag number appears in the far left column 
entitled "ID Prefix Tag." The state Statute 
number and the corresponding text of the 
state Statute out of compliance is listed in 
the "Summary Statement of Deficiencies" 
column. This column also includes the 
findings which are in violation of the state 
requirement after the statement, "This 
Minnesota requirement is not met as 
evidenced by." Following the surveyors' 
findings is the Time Period for Correction. 

PLEASE DISREGARD THE HEADING OF 
THE FOURTH COLUMN WHICH 
STATES,"PROVIDER'S PLAN OF 
CORRECTION." THIS APPLIES TO 
FEDERAL DEFICIENCIES ONLY. THIS 
WILL APPEAR ON EACH PAGE. 

THERE IS NO REQUIREMENT TO 
SUBMIT A PLAN OF CORRECTION FOR 
VIOLATIONS OF MINNESOTA STATE 
STATUTES.

The letter in the left column is used for 
tracking purposes and reflects the scope 
and level issued pursuant to 144G.31 
subd. 1, 2, and 3. 

 0 800
SS=F

144G.45 Subd. 2 (a) (4) Fire protection and 
physical environment

 0 800

Minnesota Department of Health
LABORATORY DIRECTOR'S OR PROVIDER/SUPPLIER REPRESENTATIVE'S SIGNATURE TITLE (X6) DATE
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(4) keep the physical environment, including 
walls, floors, ceiling, all furnishings, grounds, 
systems, and equipment in a continuous state of 
good repair and operation with regard to the 
health, safety, comfort, and well-being of the 
residents in accordance with a maintenance and 
repair program.

This MN Requirement  is not met as evidenced 
by:
Based on observation and interview, the licensee 
failed to maintain the facility's physical 
environment in a continuous state of good repair 
and operation regarding the health, safety, and 
well-being of the residents. This had the potential 
to directly affect all residents, staff, and visitors.  

This practice resulted in a level two violation (a 
violation that did not harm a resident's health or 
safety but had the potential to have harmed a 
resident's health or safety) and was issued at a 
widespread scope (when problems are pervasive 
or represent a systemic failure that has affected 
or has the potential to affect a large portion or all 
residents). 

The findings include:

On June 7, 2022, from approximately 1:00 p.m. to 
1:45 p.m., survey staff toured the facility with the 
licensed assisted living director (LALD)-C and the 
registered nurse (RN)-A.  During the facility tour, 
survey staff observed the following:

1. The smoke alarm in upstairs bedroom #3 had 
been painted by the resident. The indicator light 
was not visible through the paint.

2. All the bathroom fans in the house had lint 
build-up and dust covering them. 
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3. The stairs to the basement had loose carpeting 
that was not secured on some steps.

LALD-C verbally confirmed survey staff 
observations during the facility tour.

No further information was provided.

TIME PERIOD FOR CORRECTION: Twenty-one 
(21) days

 0 970
SS=C

144.50 Subd. 5 Waivers of liability prohibited

The contract must not include a waiver of facility 
liability for the health and safety or personal 
property of a resident. The contract must not 
include any provision that the facility knows or 
should know to be deceptive, unlawful, or 
unenforceable under state or federal law, nor 
include any provision that requires or implies a 
lesser standard of care or responsibility than is 
required by law.

This MN Requirement  is not met as evidenced 
by:

 0 970

Based on interview and record review, the 
licensee failed to ensure the assisted living 
contract did not include language waiving the 
facility's liability for health, safety, or personal 
property of a resident. This had the potential to 
affect all residents.

This practice resulted in a level one violation (a 
violation that has no potential to cause more than 
a minimal impact on the resident and does not 
affect health or safety), and was issued at a 
widespread scope (when problems are pervasive 
or represent a systemic failure that has affected 
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or has potential to affect a large portion or all of 
the residents).

The findings include:

The licensee's assisted living contract included 
the following on Page 15, Section IV, titled 
General Terms (item 2. Indemnification):  
"Resident will indemnify and hold harmless 
Provider, its employees and agents from and 
against any and all claims, actions, damages, and 
liability and expense in connection with loss of 
life, personal injury or damage to property, arising 
from or out of the use by Resident of the rented 
premises or any other part of Provider's property, 
or caused wholly or in part by an act or omission 
of Resident or Resident's guests or agents." 

On June 8, 2022, at 1:25 p.m., licensed assisted 
living director (LALD)-C verified the waiver of 
liability language appeared in the contracts 
signed by the current residents. LALD-C stated 
their lawyer provided the existing contract. 
LALD-C indicated they had another version of the 
assisted living contract and would immediately 
implement that version if it met the statutory 
requirements.

No further information was provided.

TIME PERIOD FOR CORRECTION: Twenty-one 
(21) days

Minnesota Department of Health
If continuation sheet  4 of 46899STATE FORM I0BE11


	SL33206015_Enforcement_Letter
	SL33206015_State_Form

